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PRAISE FOR THE BOOK

Dianne Johnson’s achievement is to tell, simply and clearly, a series of tales that show
reconciliation in action: real Australians, Indigenous and non-Indigenous, doing what they see as
appropriate in their part of the country to heal the divisions from the past. The stories are inspirational.
Professor Garth Nettheim, Member, NSW State Reconciliation Council

Dianne Johnson has written a wonderful, eclectic collection of reconciliation stories.
To those who ask, what can I do?, my answer is read these and be inspired.
They capture the strength, trust and humility of the reconciliation process and remind us that
it is time to put reconciliation back on the agenda or we are all diminished.
Wendy McCarthy AO, Chancellor, University of Canberra

These beautifully told stories of personal courage and integrity show us what is possible. They make the
heart beat fast and they stir us to action, with optimism and a sense of renewal. How vital it is that we can
know in this way about each other’s actions! Lighting the Way is such a spur for our collective determination.

Gillian Moon, ANTaR

A fabulously diverse collection of recent and compelling stories from all over Australia presented in a
very clear, straightforward, yet very engaging style. They are unified, not just by the important theme of
acknowledging “the more painful aspects” of our past in order for Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal people
to “be free to move forward together,” but also by acknowledging all those people who over the years
“have reached out to one another across the racial divisions” in the true spirit of reconciliation.
Michael Raper, President, Australian Council for Social Services

The task of true reconciliation remains ahead. As a nation we need
to understand the consequences of our history upon Indigenous lives throughout Australia.
Lighting the Way is a book comprising some of our work together for the future. Stories of strength and
struggle, of standing up and facing our past, extend all of us so that we can move forward together.
Phil Glendenning, Director, Edmund Rice Centre for Justice & Community Education
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