ANTaR  SA    ((((((
Australians for Native Title and Reconciliation (South Australia) Inc
c/- 5 Hutt Street, Adelaide, SA, 5000

ph 8227 0170  fax 8223 3039 ; email antarsa@internode.on.net
[image: image1.png]




The Premier of South Australia, 

The Hon. Mr Mike Rann

200 Victoria Square

Adelaide, 5000

Re: Review of Pitjantjatjara Land Rights Act (SA) 1981 

Dear Mr Rann,

On 23 March 2005, the State Government placed a notice in the Advertiser stating that it had initiated a review of the South Australian Pitjantjatjara Land Rights Act (SA) 1981 to “strengthen and modernise the Act”.  

Back in August 2004, as the Premier of South Australia, you handed back the Un-named Conservation Park to the traditional owners, the Maralinga Tjarutja and Pila Nguru peoples.  

In a News Release of 24 August 2004, you said, in part: 

“I am very aware that it was the Dunstan Labor Government in South Australia that was the first to grant land rights to Aboriginal people in Australia – I am pleased that the Dunstan legacy lives on in this State Government.”  

In the negotiations that led to the South Australian Pitjantjatjara Land Rights Act (SA) 1981, as Premier, Don Dunstan visited the Anangu people and sat down with them on their lands, and talked with them about the legislation.  

We would urge you, while invoking the memory of the undoubtedly significant figure in Aboriginal Australians land rights developments, Don Dunstan, to engage in ‘good faith’ negotiations with the traditional owners of the Anangu Pitjantjatjara lands, including by going to the people on their land and engaging with them there.  

This is really very fundamental.  We would think that the you would have an appreciation of how central this is in any significant review of the Pitjantjatjara Land Rights Act 1981 from your experiences in the portfolio of Aboriginal affairs, and having worked with the former Premier, the Hon. Don Dunstan.  

However, the process as it has been initiated thus far, indeed, would seem to be the antithesis of former state Labor wisdom.  

For a process of consultation with the traditional owners of the Anangu Pitjantjatjara Lands to be fair and in ‘good faith’, the traditional owners need to have access to appropriate independent legal advice.  We urge your Government to commit to ensure that the traditional owners have access to such legal advice.  This will most probably mean that the Government will need to provide financial resources for this to be able to happen.  

The stipulation in the above mentioned notice for submissions to be made by 20 April 2005 seems extremely inadequate.  There needs to be longer period of time to permit Anangu to be adequately informed (to obtain independent legal advice), and then be able to conduct consultations among their communities, in their way, so as to reach informed positions on the issues that are involved in the Review.  

We suggest to you that it is appropriate to take a leaf out of the former Premier, Don Dunstan’s book, and go to the Anangu Pitjantjatjara Lands to sit down on the ground with the people and negotiate in ‘good faith’ over changes to the Land Rights Act that governs over much of their existence.  

We ask for your responses to these questions:

1. what consultation process has your Government undertaken with the traditional owners of the Anangu Pitjantjatjara lands?

2. what consultation process does your Government intend using from this point in the Review of the Pitjantjatjara Land Rights Act (SA) 1981?

3. will your Government provide resources to the traditional owners of the Anangu Pitjantjatjara lands to enable them to access independent legal advice?

4. will your Government extend the timeframe for this Review of the Pitjantjatjara Land Rights Act (SA) 1981, in order to permit appropriate consultation processes with the traditional owners of the Anangu Pitjantjatjara lands, and for the Anangu people to conduct appropriate community consultations?

Yours sincerely,

Glenn Giles

ANTaR SA Co-ordinator
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