Tom Trevorrow’s Speech, 26th January 2005

On 26 January this year (2005), we (ANTaR SA), along with some others, organised a successful gathering of people, Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal musicians and speakers on the lawns next to Tandanya.  The theme of the event was “Aboriginal and human rights in Australia today - pursuing justice in Australia's international obligations”.  It was a warm late afternoon.  We enjoyed varied musicians, a bbq, and a number speakers, including Joe Mitchell, Klynton Wanganeen, Elliott Johnston, Sandra Kanck, Kris Hanna, Ellen Trevorrow – more elsewhere in newsletter.  Some went onto the Candle Light Walk for a Treaty and Bill of Rights. 

One of the speakers was Tom Trevorrow, Chairperson, Ngarrindjeri Land and Progress Association Inc.  This is a copy of his impassioned speech.  
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Australia Change

My Elders, my people, our Brothers and Sisters.

My speech might offend some listeners, at times the truth is hard to hear.

But if you have, a mind that understands, a heart that can feel, and a spirit to make things right, then you will understand, how Aboriginal People feel about the 26th of January. 

Today around Australia people are celebrating what has become known as “Australia Day”.

What are they celebrating ?

They are celebrating their history.

They are celebrating their famous explorers who sailed the seas and discovered this beautiful country, and set the scenes for their generations to come and that Australia is the lucky country and all are equal.

To me and other Aboriginal people in this country we see the 26th of January as a day of mourning.

Non Aboriginal celebrate this day remembering their history which began as a penal colony when the British unloaded their own People of whom they did not want in their own Country. 

When the first Boat people came to this country they were convicts.

The first penal colony was founded from Botany Bay at Sydney on the 26th of January 1788.

There was no treaty or agreements with the traditional owners of this country.

The traditional owners in Sydney Cove opposed the invasion with their weaponry, language and gestures showing they did not want uninvited guests on their Country. 

Aboriginal law required prior negotiations before entering someone else’s Territory.

That night the invaders used their guns to respond and mark the day with shootings.

Furthermore when another penal colony was established in Van Diemens Land (Tasmania), there was no treaty with the traditional owners of that country the invaders were NOT welcomed with open arms; and, the guns kept firing and haven’t stopped yet. .

Then came the second wave of Boat People.

These people came with greed for money and greedy visions of taking the land and waters and owning it as their own.

Once again there was no treaty with the Traditional owners.

This is when the full- on invasion started and it hasn’t stopped.

What do I mean by “the full-on invasion started and hasn’t stopped.”?

The second wave of boat people wanted our land and waters and stopped at nothing to obtain it.

This is when the terrible uncivilised acts of violence and abuse began against the Traditional owners throughout this country. 

Men, women and children were subjected to many forms of abuse from being hunted down and shot,  to being poisoned and hung, and herded up, off their lands like animals.

We  were forced into stockades, reservations and missions and told to stop practising our culture and beliefs and learn the ways of the English .

We were introduced into the white man’s food, tea, sugar and flour.

If you were considered to a good black you could apply for an exemption paper to make you a white black.

While all this was happening, aboriginal women were subjected to white man’s pleasure.

And coloured children began to appear.  I have heard that this was an embarrassment to white society.  Government responded with a policy that favoured the white man.

Children were taken away from families placed in institutions and made to work for so called landlords and land owner’s, etc.,

This was supposed to be for the betterment of the children.

I say to the past Governments, and especially the Government today and their followers, that you are accessories to these disgusting crimes, which have been committed against the Traditional owners of this Country. 

You have inherited the low uncivilised inhumane acts of violence that our forbearers were subjected to, and that we have suffered in living memory.

Today John Howard’s government and he’s followers have become experts at using the Westminster system to lie and to continue to deny that these wrongs were committed in this Country.

His governments have also been expert at creating Acts of Parliament to make new rules to maintain their excellence in lying and denying that any wrongs were committed against the Traditional Owner’s of this Country.

To this day we Aboriginal People are still being used, abused and punished for being the Traditional Owners of this Country.

We are being used and abused by government, farmers, developers, mining company’s etc because our Heritage our Cultural and Spiritual Beliefs are entwined in this country and because we believe in treating the lands and water and all living things with the utmost respect.

This is why the Howard government abolished ATSIC.

He thinks.” take away their funding which will break down their networks, and they will be of no threat to us.

We can’t have their people challenging us, by bringing up past history.  

We will practice the ways that our Ancestors dealt with these people.

We will keep them  under surveillance and in order.

We must protect what our Ancestor’s secured for us.

Stand up for your rights and you will bear the brunt of the white mans law.

This is what the 26th of January means to me.

This is why I say Australia change.

This is what we must do together to heal the wounds, which have been inflicted upon the Traditional Owner’s, and our land and waters.

Let us move forward in a positive association to redress these negatives from the past which are being used today to direct all Non – Aboriginal development throughout Australia.  
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